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SIERRA LEONE

21st Session of the UPR
GUYANA
28 January 2015

Mr President,

Sierra Leone extends a warm welcomes the delegation of Guyana and thanks them for their comprehensive national report which details the significant progress made since their last review five years ago (in May 2010). 

Guyana has made commendable efforts to provide inclusive education for all children - as evidenced in the Education Strategic Plan (2014-2018), and has made consistent progress made towards achieving universal primary education. Equally notable are the climate adaptation policies which form part of its Poverty Reduction Strategy.
This said, my delegation would like to urge Guyana to consider including provisions prohibiting discrimination against women in its Constitution, and more vigorously tackle the issue of trafficking in women and girls.
Sierra Leone has the following recommendations:

1. Ratify the ICPPED and OP-CEDAW.

2. Establish an independent national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles.
3. Increase the minimum age of criminal responsibility from 10 to 18 years.
4. Establish a moratorium on the death penalty with a view to abolishing it.
Sierra Leone wishes Guyana every success as it completes this second cycle of its review.

Thank you, Mr President. 
